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CONFERENCE AGENDA 
 

 

8:30 – 9:00 AM   Registration    PDC Foyer 

 

9:00 – 12:00PM   Committee Meetings 

 

H-1  House Committee 1   Yates Auditorium 

H-2   House Committee 2   PDC Main Room 

H-3   House Committee 3   First Citizens Room A 

H-4   House Committee 4   First Citizens Room B 

S-1   Senate Committee 1   First Citizens Room C 

S-2  Senate Committee 2  First Citizens Room D 

 

12:00 – 12:45PM  Lunch     See Advisor 

 

12:45 – 3:30 PM   House     Yates Auditorium 

Senate     PDC Main Room 

 

3:30 PM    Closing Ceremony   Yates Auditorium 
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Last First School Comp CommitteeBill #
Alcozer Lauren Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-3
Anderson Sarah Three Oaks Middle School House House 2 HB/2-7
Arguello Kaylee Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-4
Armstrong Macey Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-10
Asad Razan Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-9
Atchison Attie Three Oaks Middle School House House 2 HB/2-2
Autry Georgia Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-11
Bailey James Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-2
Baird Bella Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-2
Baker Chloe Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-5
Baker Hannah Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-11
Bates Jada Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-7
Beach Maddi Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-9
Bell Cody Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-4
Benthal Landan Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-7
Bernheisel Clare Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-10
Binkley Jon-David Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-1
Bizzle Briana Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-4
Bona Leo Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-5
Booker Kaidence Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-3
Borden Abby Dyersburg Middle School House House 4 HB/4-8
Brimm Gavin Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-1
Brooks Breeanna Dyersburg Middle School House House 4 HB/4-6
Brooks Lennon Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-2
Brown Jayden Dyersburg Middle School House House 4 HB/4-1
Brown Zoe Three Oaks Middle School House House 2 HB/2-6
Bryant Mckenzy Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-4
Bullington Lilly Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-10
Burnett Cadie Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-8
Burns Kadance Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-4
Callens Reece Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-3
Campbell Zoe Northview Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-3
Canada Lain Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-8
Canada Finley Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-11
Cannon Maegan Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-8
Cannon Mya Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-7
Carden Haidyn Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-6
Carson Kruse Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-3
Cole Alex Northview Middle School House House 1 HB/1-8
Coleman Avery Dyersburg Middle School House House 4 HB/4-1
Cotton Kali Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-10
Cotton Kash Three Oaks Middle School Senate House 1 HB/1-6
Creasy Ella Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-9



Daniels Landon Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-6
Davidson Sophie Northview Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-4
Davis KJ Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-4
Dishman Presley Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-9
Doolin Kloie Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-4
Dormer Ally Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-9
Duggan McKenzie Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-11
Dunn Taylor Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-2
Dykes Angelie Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-8
Ebelhar Kate Three Oaks Middle School House House 2 HB/2-7
Ebelhar Jake Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-10
Elliot Madison Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-4
Escue Bailey Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-11
Fisher Anna Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-2
Fite Brooklyn Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-2
Fowlkes Kyla Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-4
Fowlkes Tyler Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-10
Fox Laynie Three Oaks Middle School House House 2 HB/2-3
Gatlin Addie Dyersburg Middle School House House 4 HB/4-1
Gentry Becca Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-9
Glass La'trell Dyersburg Middle School House House 4 HB/4-4
Glass Anna Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-9
Glass Lucas Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-7
Gonzales Zoie Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-1
Gourley Selena Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-5
Grant Marleigh Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-5
Greer Anna Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-7
Gullett Shelby Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-5
Hale Jinny Three Oaks Middle School House House 2 HB/2-3
Hampton Anna Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-8
Harber Reese Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-6
Harrell Kathleen Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-5
Harris Izzy Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-4
Haynie Logan Dyersburg Middle School House House 4 HB/4-4
Hayward Devin Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-6
Healy Patrick Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-5
Heinrich Anna Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-7
Hepler Hailey Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-5
Hermann Ashlynn Northview Middle School House House 4 HB/4-5
Hicks Layla Dyersburg Middle School House House 4 HB/4-6
Hightower Ellie Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-8
Hill Kennedy Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-2
Hobson Zayley Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-7
Holder Dakaya Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-2



Hopkins Anayiah Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-4
Houchens Ethan Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-9
Huddlestun Cooper Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-10
Hudson Lauren Northview Middle School House House 2 HB/2-9
Hunter Keaton Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-10
Hunter Colton Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-11
Jayroe Sam Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-3
Jernigan Jillian Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-10
Johnson Joleigh Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-7
Johnson Alyssa Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-6
Jones Cara Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-11
Jones Savannah Dyersburg Middle School House House 4 HB/4-1
Jones Ron'niya Northview Middle School House House 1 HB/1-8
Jones Ashlyn Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-7
Justice Judi-Kaye Dyersburg Middle School House House 4 HB/4-4
Kail Brady Northview Middle School House House 3 HB/3-1
Keith Lana Northview Middle School House House 2 HB/2-9
Klutts Clayton Three Oaks Middle School House House 2 HB/2-3
Kramer Madison Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-9
Lamb Carson Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-6
Lane Elisha Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-9
Langford Amelia Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-8
Larraga Isreal Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-7
Lazure Catherine Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-2
Leedy Bryleigh Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-3
Lehmann Aubrey Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-8
Lewis Za'nyla Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-10
Lewsader Evan Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-9
Lowe Lunden Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-4
MacArthur Alexa Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-10
Mahaffey Ace Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-2
Mahome Kaleb Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-6
McClure Alyssa Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-10
McGavock Emma Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-4
McGowan Madison Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-6
Meeks Meredith Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-8
Moore Lucy Northview Middle School House House 4 HB/4-5
Moore Laney Northview Middle School House House 4 HB/4-5
Moore Landen Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-3
Newbill Katie Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-8
Newsom Shay Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-9
Nolen Bailey Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-10
Orchard Lila Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-7
Owens Jaiana Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-4



Parnell Leigha Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-7
Paschall Nathan Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-3
Patel Kush Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-2
PeckenpaughMorgan Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-5
Poe Ashlynn Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-8
Rea Jackson Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-3
Rea Hannah Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-11
Rector Sarah Northview Middle School House House 1 HB/1-8
Revell Hallie Dyersburg Middle School House House 4 HB/4-8
Richardson Courtney Dyersburg Middle School House House 4 HB/4-8
Rivera Juan Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-10
Roberts Bradley Northview Middle School House House 3 HB/3-1
Roberts Alex Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-2
Robertson Hannah Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-8
Robey Lainey Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-2
Rogers Keegan Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-2
Rogers Ava Northview Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-3
Rogers Jacey Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-1
Romero Jack Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-3
Romo Pricila Northview Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-4
Ross Reagan Northview Middle School House House 4 HB/4-5
Ross Jared Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-10
Rud Rylee Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-7
Sanchez Lizbeth Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-9
Sanders Lillie Three Oaks Middle School House House 2 HB/2-2
Seratt Ava Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-4
Shands Travis Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-9
Shelby Brock Three Oaks Middle School House House 2 HB/2-3
Shelby Hope Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-11
Sherrod Addyson Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-1
Short Will Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-4
Smith Gracie Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-5
Smith Lee Northview Middle School House House 3 HB/3-1
Smith Harmonee' Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-10
Smith Beaux Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-7
Stanley Jake Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-7
Stephens Tyler Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-5
Stewart Lane Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-6
Stone Paizlee Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-1
Stone Caleb Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-9
Stonkus Gabriella Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-2
Strayhorn Chloe Three Oaks Middle School House House 2 HB/2-6
Strayhorn Katie Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-3
Stroup Blake Three Oaks Middle School House House 1 HB/1-6



Tarkington Trey Northview Middle School House House 3 HB/3-1
Terry Reece Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-6
Thompson Morgan Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-1
Tittle Ian Three Oaks Middle School House House 2 HB/2-6
Tyler Jayden Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-7
Waller Deimos Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-7
Walls August Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-3
Warden Haley Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-1
Warren Hayden Northview Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-4
WestmorelandKiley Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-2
White Launa Dyersburg Middle School House House 1 HB/1-2
Wilkerson Maddie Northview Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-4
Willard Bailey Dyersburg Middle School House House 3 HB/3-5
Williams Holden Dyersburg Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-5
Wilson Allyssa Dyersburg Middle School House House 2 HB/2-1
Wilson Abby Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-3
Wilson Alyssa Three Oaks Middle School House House 2 HB/2-2
Wilson Alex Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-8
Winstead Reed Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 1 SB/1-5
Wray Emma Three Oaks Middle School House House 4 HB/4-2
Wray Ethan Three Oaks Middle School Senate Senate 2 SB/2-6
Wright Abbie Three Oaks Middle School House House 3 HB/3-2



UNDERSTANDING THE COMMITTEE 
PROCESS 

 
What should delegates do during committee? 
 
1. Evaluate Bills 

• Evaluate bills using the criteria on the ranking form, i.e., Presentation, Feasibility, 
Statewide Impact, Research, and Content. 

• Will the end result be a meaningful contribution to a value-oriented society? 
• Will it have a positive effect on a significant number of citizens? 
• Is its issue worthy of legislative consideration? 
• Is the bill in conflict with the Constitution? (And if so, then has the bill been written in 

the form of a Constitutional Amendment?) 
• Does the bill provide for the concise accomplishment of its intended purposes? 

 
2. Make Amendments 

• Proposed amendments given in committee should be attached to the respective bill, 
with the proponents name(s) (persons offering the amendment) listed on the 
amendment. Any delegate may propose an amendment on any bill. The committee will 
vote on the proposed amendment. In order to submit an amendment for vote, use only 
the proper amendment form, and clearly indicate whether the amendment is 
FAVORABLE or UNFAVORABLE to its patrons.  

• A majority vote is required to pass an amendment in committee. Proponents should be 
prepared to present and defend the amendment on the floor as debate will take place 
on an amendment if it is deemed unfriendly by the bill patrons. 

• Committee proposed amendments will be considered on the floor. 
 

3.  Debate (The rules for debate are listed in the Rules of Procedure) 

    
4. Rank Bills 

• After each bill has been considered and some action has been taken, the committee 
will rank the respective bill.  Red House/Senate bills will be ranked separately from 
Blue House/Senate bills. 

• Each BILL TEAM will rank each bill on the ranking form provided, based upon the 
instructions given by the Chair. (This means each team will fill out only ONE ranking 
sheet.) 

• Please be sure to write legibly on your ranking form. If there are any questions 
regarding legibility, the form in question will be thrown out. 
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SCRIPT FOR CCE YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT DEBATE  
by Tucker Cowden, MHMS 

*Outside of this guide, consult additional TN YMCA CCE supplements and Robert’s
Rules of Order
*Script is written with the assumption of more than one patron for the bill.  If there
is only one presenting patron, change statements to the singular (i.e. “Does the
Patron” instead of “Do the Patrons”).

Overview 

Youth in Government (YIG) debate should be seen in the context of the actual 
Tennessee General Assembly, where delegates act as State Senators and 
Representatives and the items debated are called bills.  Because of this setting, YIG 
delegates should have well-developed opinions on important state issues.  This 
applies especially to the bill that you are presenting.  It should address not only an 
issue that the delegates think is important, but one that is relevant to the current 
affairs of Tennessee and could actually be introduced to the General Assembly, and 
it should be very well-researched.  Furthermore, delegates are to be completely in 
character, acting as if YIG were the actual TN General Assembly (so refer to the 
conference as “the state of Tennessee” or “the House/Senate” (depending on which 
you are a delegate in)). 

Asking Technical Questions (after being recognized by the chair) 

Speaker:  [States Name, States School, States One Question (must be a question 
that merits a response of yes, no, a number, a definition, or a short, expository 
rather than persuasive answer) (the question is directed to the presenting 
delegates)] 

Con/Pro Debate (after being recognized) 

*Delegates may take one or two of the three actions listed below (ask questions,
speak to the floor, yield time to another delegate), but may not only yield time to
another delegate (you can only ask questions or only speak, but cannot only yield
time).  Also, if you are yielding time, you must ask to do this before beginning your
speech or questions, and then state that you yield your time when you are finished
with the first part.
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Speaker:  (States Name, States School) and… 
 
To Ask A Series of Questions 
Speaker:  Do the Patrons yield to a possible series of questions? (Not: “a series of 
possible questions,” or “a question.”) 
Chair:  They do so yield 
Speaker:  (To Patrons) (Asks Questions and receives answers for up to two minutes, 
depending on the committee/house’s time structure). 
*It is important to note that questions asked as a Con speech should seek to 
criticize, or at least show skepticism for, the given bill.  Those asked as a Pro 
speech should do the opposite, emphasizing the positive aspects of the bill. 
 
To Address the Assembly 
Speaker:  May I address the floor? 
Chair:  That is your right. 
Speaker:  (Speaks to fellow delegates, not the patrons, for the allotted amount of 
time either in favor of (pro speech) or against (con speech) the bill).  
*You should never use the words “Con” or “Pro” in your speech unless referring to “a 
previous con speaker,” etc.  Con and Pro are not nouns or verbs that can be used to 
show your support or dislike of a bill (so do not say “I con this bill”). 
 
To Yield Remaining time after one of the above to a fellow delegate: 
Speaker:  May I yield the remainder of my time to a fellow delegate? 
Chair:  That is your right.  Please specify a delegate. 
Speaker:  [Names the delegate to be yielded to (refer to him/her by last name)] 
(Takes first action) 
*Delegates being yielded to should have the same opinion (pro or con) on the bill as 
the speakers that yield to them. 
 
Motions (must be made before the last con speech) 
Speaker:  (Shouts) Motion! 
Chair:  Rise and state your motion. 
Speaker:  (States Name, States School, States Motion—see table of motions in 
delegate manual) 
Chair:  [Takes it from there (decides if the motion is in order or not, asks for a 
second to the motion, and conducts a vote, usually by voice acclamation)] 
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FORMAT FOR DEBATE 
I. Committee

Two minutes - Introduction 
Two minutes - Technical Questions 
+/-Five minutes - Con/pro debate 
One minute - Summation 

Amendments 
One minute - Introduction 
Two rounds - Con/pro debate 
One minute - Summation 

II. General Assembly/Plenary
Two minutes - Introduction 
One minute - Technical Questions 
Three rounds - Con/pro debate  
Two minutes – Summation 

SAMPLE COMMITTEE RANKING FORM 
Best 1…2...3...4...5 Worst

Bill # Innovation Feasibility Statewide Impact Content & Research Presentation Total 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
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YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT  
RULES OF PROCEDURE  
 
Introductory Note: Youth in Government (YIG) is modeled after the Tennessee General 
Assembly. The circumstances at YIG require many of its rules of procedure to vary from the 
practices of the General Assembly. In questions or issues not addressed by the following 
rules, the YMCA Center for Civic Engagement staff may look to other authorities for 
guidance. 

I.  Presentation of Bills or Resolutions  
A. Patrons of bills should make every effort to write a bill in compliance with 
the expectations of the YIG conference. The CCE staff may remove inappropriate 
bills from the dockets of their respective chambers regardless of committee 
rankings. 
B. When presenting their bills, patrons should uphold expectations for 
appropriate behavior. Disruptive behavior is subject to disciplinary action. Patrons 
should not use props of any kind while presenting their bills. 
C. Patrons may yield extra time from their introduction to their summation. 
Delegates speaking “pro” on those bills may also yield time to the patrons’ 
summation. Unused time from the patrons’ summation is yielded to the presiding 
officer (chair). 
D. Patrons may invoke Patron’s Rights during debate on their bill when a 
delegate has offered factually incorrect information about the text of their bill. 
Patron’s Rights allows the patrons ten seconds of uninterrupted speaking time to 
offer correct information. The patrons must wait until the speaker has concluded 
their remarks before exercising these rights. 

II. Amendments to Bills 
A. Patrons of bills may submit minor amendments to their bills immediately prior 
to presenting their bill to their appointed committee. These amendments should be 
limited to simple corrections and should not change the substance or intent of the 
bill. Once the patrons have begun their presentation, they may not submit 
amendments to their bill for the duration of the conference. 
B. The title of a bill may not be amended. Delegates must make every effort to 
ensure that proposed amendments do not make a bill omnibus. 
C. Any amendments must be written on the appropriate form, be legible, and be 
germane. 
D. Amendments must be recognized by the chair before the final round of 
debate on the bill, i.e. before the chair has recognized the last “pro” speaker. 
E. The patrons of the resolution must declare any amendment “friendly” (if they 
agree with the proposed amendment) or “unfriendly” (if they disagree).  
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1. Friendly amendments may be passed without debate through voice
acclamation.
2. Unfriendly amendments are debated in the appropriate format. The
amendment’s sponsor acts as the patron of the amendment, and the patrons
of the resolution have the right to be the first con speaker in the debate.

F. In chambers, the chair may recognize a maximum of two (2) amendments to
any bill.
G. Amendments must be in one of three forms:

1. TO DELETE… You must be specific about what part of the bill you are
deleting.
2. TO INSERT…You must be give specific wording to be inserting and the
specific location of where it is to be inserted.
3. TO SUBSTITUTE… A combination of the above.

H. If a bill is adopted in the first chamber and amended in the second chamber,
it must return to the first chamber for consideration of the amendments.  When the
bill is returned to the first chamber, the patron should make one of two motions
below. Both motions are debatable and require a simple majority for adoption.
Rejecting the amendments of the other chamber removes the bill from the docket.

1. “I move that the amendments be adopted and the bill be made to
conform to the Senate/House version.”
2. “I move that the amendments be rejected.”

III. Debating Bills, Amendments, and other Motions:
A. Delegates to the General Assembly may speak when recognized by the chair.
Delegates’ remarks must be relevant to the items on the agenda at any given time.
Delegates from other components (Governor’s Cabinet, Supreme Court) may only
speak with permission of the CCE staff.
B. Once recognized, delegates must identify themselves to the session with
their name and school.
C. Delegates recognized as speakers in debate have the right to do two of the
following things with their speaker’s time. Speakers must inform the chair of their
intentions before continuing to:

1. Address the floor/session
2. Ask the patrons of the bill a series of questions
3. Yield the remainder of their time to another delegate in the session
4. Make a motion. Motions should be made after one of the previous
actions.

D. Speaker’s time: unless otherwise indicated by the chair, each speaker shall
have one minute to address the floor. Speakers who have been yielded time by
another delegate may not yield any further time. Unused speakers’ time is yielded to
the chair.
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E. Should delegates wish to debate a debatable motion other than the main 
motion, debate is limited to two rounds; each speaker shall have 20 seconds of 
speaking time; the delegate who originally made the motion has the right to be the 
first ‘pro’ speaker.  
F. Intent Speeches: delegates may submit intent speeches during debate on bills 
in chambers. 

1. Intent speeches are limited to 2 minutes and delivered between the 
end of technical questions on the bill and the beginning of debate on the bill. 
2. Intent speeches may only address the chamber; intent speakers must 
identify themselves and request permission to address the floor.  
3. Intent speakers may not yield their time to another delegate, ask the 
patrons questions, or make a motion.  
4. Intent speeches do not count as rounds of debate.  
5. Delegates may only deliver one intent speech during the conference.  

IV. Conducting Business 
A. Two-thirds (67%) of the assigned delegates shall constitute a quorum of the 
General Assembly and committees. A quorum must be present for any session to 
conduct the business on its docket. 
B. All delegates are expected to maintain decorum, i.e. appropriate behavior, 
during all sessions. Delegates behaving inappropriately are subject to disciplinary 
action by conference officers and the CCE staff. The Delegate Code of Conduct 
defines further expectations for appropriate delegate behavior. 
C. The CCE staff and calendar committee shall prepare the dockets for 
committees and chambers. The House, Senate, and their committees may amend 
their dockets in the following ways: 

1. Add bills passed by the other chamber 
2. Postpone bills to a specific time. If a bill is postponed to a certain 
time, it automatically has the highest priority for consideration at that time. 
3. Amendments to the docket should be done only with clear, compelling 
reasons. The motion to amend the docket is not debatable and requires a 
simple majority to pass.  

V. Motions 
A. These motions require a second. Motions shall be ranked as follows: 

1. Adjourn 
2. Recess 
3. Previous Question 
4. Amendment 
5. Adopt a Bill (Main Motion) 

B. A motion shall be in order when it outranks all other pending motions.  For 
instance, if a motion to recognize an amendment is pending, moving the previous 
question shall be in order. 

17



TENNESSEE YMCA CENTER FOR CIVIC ENGAGMENT 

TABLE OF MOTIONS 

BRIEF DEFINITIONS: 
Adjourn: this action ends the session and is only in order with the permission of the CCE staff.  
Appeal: a legislative body may appeal a decision of its presiding officer if 2/3 of its members think 
that the chair has made an incorrect ruling on a procedural matter. 
Reconsider: motions to reconsider any motion are only in order with the permission of the CCE staff. 
Point of Personal Privilege: this point should be used to address delegates’ comfort or ability to 
participate in the conference session, i.e. climate control issues, PA volume, etc. 
Suspension of the Rules: a successful motion to suspend the rules affects only the main motion at 
hand. Suspended rules are ‘back’ once voting/ranking procedures are complete. 
Point of Information: these points are questions directed to the chair for factual information relevant 
to the debate at hand. The chair may redirect the question to a delegate who is likely to have an 
answer. 
Point of Order: these points are questions directed to the chair asking for clarification of rules of 
procedure. 

Motion 
When 

Another has 
the Floor 

Second Debatable Amendable Vote Reconsider 

Main Motion (Bill 
or resolution) 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority Only with 
permission 
from CCE 

staff 
Adjourn No Yes No No Majority No 
Amend No Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes 
Appeal Yes Yes Yes No 2/3 n/a 

Postpone to a 
certain time No Yes Yes No Majority n/a 

Previous Question 
(end debate) No Yes No No 2/3 No 

Recess No Yes No Yes Majority No 
Reconsider No Yes Yes No 2/3 No 

Point of Personal 
Privilege Yes No No No No No 

Suspend the Rules 
No Yes No Yes 2/3 No 

Withdraw Motions No No No No Majority n/a 
Point of 

Information 
Yes No No No No No 

Point of Order/ 
Parliamentary 

Inquiry 

Yes No No No No No 
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