
YMCA OF MEMPHIS & THE MID SOUTH 
24th ANNUAL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT 

Memphis  
May 6, 2022 

Democracy must be learned by each generation.



24th ANNUAL TENNESSEE YMCA 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT 
 

Memphis City Hall/County Building  
May 6, 2022 
 

CONFERENCE AGENDA 
 
8:45 AM   Conference Registration City Hall Lobby 
 
9:00–9:30AM  Opening Ceremony  City Hall Chambers 
               
9:30-11:45  Committees of the General Assembly 

   COMMITTEE   LOCATION__ 
Committee 1   County Building 4th floor 

Committee 2   County Building 6TH floor 

Committee 3   County Chambers 

Committee 4   City Hall Chambers 

Committee 5   City Hall 5th floor 

Committee 6   City Hall 4th floor 403 
 

11:45 AM   Lunch     Restaurants 
 

1:00 PM   House    City Hall Chambers 
    Senate    County Chambers 
 
2:45 PM          Closing Ceremony  City Hall Chambers  
 
3:00 PM   Adjourn 
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Last Name First Name School Chamber Committee Bill #
Astello Stephanie Collegiate House 5 7
Castaneda Lluvia Collegiate Senate 1 4
Chavarria Francesca Collegiate House 4 3
Costa Acu Collegiate Senate 1 4
Crawford Cedric Collegiate House 5 7
Driesenga Isaac Collegiate Senate 1 4
Faulkner Christian Collegiate Senate 3 5
Green Ben Collegiate Senate 1 4
Greenlee Kaitlyn Collegiate House 6 4
Greenlee Kamryn Collegiate House 4 3
Hendricks Kaisson Collegiate Senate 3 5
Holmes Taylor Collegiate House 4 10
Horton J'Kyrah Collegiate House 4 10
Juarez-Galicia Heidi Collegiate House 6 4
Lara-Garcia Danelli Collegiate House 6 4
Lopez Yocelin Collegiate House 5 11
Martinez Yari Collegiate Senate 2 6
Pope Alyssia Collegiate House 4 3
Prado Monica Collegiate Senate 2 6
Reaves Brooklyn Collegiate House 4 10
Reyes Mariana Collegiate House 5 7
Rivera Jennifer Collegiate House 5 11
Tenali Fiona Collegiate Senate 2 6
Trejo Elva Collegiate House 5 11
Weston Jonathan Collegiate Senate 3 5
Aaron Knox ECS Senate 3 10
Artilles Joey ECS Senate 1 10
Beatty Evan ECS House 5 10
Biggs Wilks ECS Senate 3 10
Billions Walker ECS Senate 1 8
Brady Emma Sanders ECS Senate 2 9
Bragg Jerry ECS House 4 9
Breeden Dakota ECS House 4 5
Brewer Avery ECS House 5 10
Broadway Allie ECS House 6 8
Brown Makaleb ECS House 4 7
Bryant Drew ECS Senate 2 1
Caldera Caiden ECS House 4 9
Callaghan Kieran ECS Senate 1 2
Cameron Thomas ECS House 6 10
Carr Ashton ECS Senate 2 1
Cochran Ella Grace ECS House 5 1
Colley Jack ECS House 4 7
Coolidge Charlie ECS House 5 2
Crane Ford ECS Senate 3 1
Davis Drew ECS Senate 1 8
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Last Name First Name School Chamber Committee Bill #
de Diego-Garcia Carolina ECS Senate 2 7
Doby Ella ECS Senate 2 4
Edwards Bennett ECS House 5 10
Ellingsworth Chase ECS Senate 1 2
Engle Richard ECS Senate 1 10
Ferreres-Vorobyova Marta ECS House 4 5
Fletcher Anna Grace ECS Senate 2 4
Franks Adrian ECS Senate 1 2
Gallina Rob ECS Senate 2 1
Gates Jack ECS Senate 3 10
Graham Adelaide ECS House 5 1
Graves Tommy ECS Senate 3 8
Hagar Hannah ECS Senate 2 7
Hardison Samantha ECS Senate 2 4
Harris Louise ECS Senate 3 6
Hastings Thomas ECS Senate 1 11
Haynes Tybi ECS House 5 8
Hayslett Mariah ECS House 4 5
Hensley Mark ECS House 4 7
Herrington Savannah ECS Senate 2 7
Holler Andy ECS Senate 1 11
Howard Maddie ECS House 5 8
Johnson Asher ECS House 6 8
Johnson Niya ECS Senate 3 6
Johnson Kylan ECS Senate 1 8
Kirk Jackson ECS House 4 9
Loftiss Melody ECS House 4 5
Loritts Jaxon ECS Senate 1 11
Lyle Meredith ECS House 5 1
Murphy Claire ECS House 6 8
Nicolas Abigail ECS House 6 6
Nywening Caedmon ECS House 5 10
Orman Max ECS House 5 2
Pastor-Ramos Julia ECS House 5 1
Pettit Chase ECS Senate 3 8
Pinter Jacob ECS Senate 3 8
Rawlinson McKayla ECS Senate 2 7
Robinson Griggs ECS House 4 7
Sanvee Lia ECS Senate 2 9
Scher Nick ECS Senate 2 1
Scott Brokke ECS Senate 2 9
Seay Cooper ECS Senate 3 1
Sengstacke Nykira ECS Senate 3 6
Shaver Hadley ECS House 6 6
Sills Ryder ECS House 4 9
Slade Hal ECS House 5 2
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Last Name First Name School Chamber Committee Bill #
Smith Peyton ECS Senate 3 6
Smith Stephen ECS Senate 1 2
Spiegelman Kate ECS House 6 6
Terry Bryce ECS Senate 3 10
Trumbo Trenton ECS Senate 3 1
Umsted Avery ECS House 5 8
Vargo Gracie ECS House 6 6
Vaughn Caleb ECS Senate 3 1
Wages Ainsley ECS House 5 8
Weaver Andrew ECS House 6 10
White Collier ECS Senate 2 9
Wilder Neely ECS House 6 8
Wilder Nate ECS Senate 1 10
Wiley Matthew ECS Senate 1 8
Wilson Cooper ECS House 6 10
Winchester Mary Brooks ECS Senate 2 4
Wood Jansen ECS Senate 1 10
Yoakum Crews ECS Senate 1 11
Zarraonandia Caleb ECS Senate 3 8
Morin Isla Grace-St. Lukes Senate 2 3
Oatis Madden Grace-St. Lukes House 6 2
Orr Aiden Grace-St. Lukes Senate 1 7
Patton Glover Grace-St. Lukes House 6 2
Plumley Frank Grace-St. Lukes House 6 2
Robertson Tate Grace-St. Lukes Senate 1 7
Saghafi Seraphine Grace-St. Lukes Senate 2 3
Thompson Henry Grace-St. Lukes House 6 2
Thompson Marin Grace-St. Lukes Senate 2 3
Wyatt Carter Grace-St. Lukes Senate 1 7
Zafer Dar Grace-St. Lukes Senate 1 7
Bedford Raniah Hutchison House 4 8
Culpepper Madden Hutchison Senate 2 5
Higginbotham Dottie Hutchison Senate 1 3
Jefferson Kailynn Hutchison House 5 3
Lee Layla Hutchison House 6 5
Magdovitz Katsuro Hutchison House 5 3
Moses  Melinda Hutchison House 4 8
Portnoy Abby Hutchison House 6 5
Russell Ella Ann Hutchison Senate 1 3
Schwartz  Aliya Hutchison House 4 8
Spear Molly Piper Hutchison House 6 5
Treadwell Virginia Hutchison Senate 2 5
Billions Mark MUS Senate 3 4
Donahoe Thomas MUS Senate 3 4
Gramm Joshua MUS Senate 3 4
Jones Stephen MUS House 4 1
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Last Name First Name School Chamber Committee Bill #
McDonald Trey MUS Senate 3 4
Michael Madoc MUS House 4 1
Omer Aadil MUS House 4 1
Ramakrishnan Advay MUS House 5 4
Taylor Fletcher MUS House 5 4
Wildrick Carter MUS House 5 4
Zhang Lucas MUS House 5 4
Beaudoin Helen St. Georges Senate 1 6
Collier Maddie St. Georges House 6 3
Cutrell Mia St. Georges Senate 3 3
Maxwell Henry St. Georges House 4 4
Niorthe Anne-Sophie St. Georges House 5 6
Ruffin Carter St. Georges House 4 4
Smith Taylor St. Georges House 6 3
Starrett Roland St. Georges House 4 4
Stauf Joleen St. Georges House 5 6
Weathersby Elle St. Georges House 5 6
Ahmed Amal St. Marys Senate 3 11
Akbar Dua St. Marys Senate 3 11
Arshad Farah St. Marys Senate 3 2
Austry Mary Elizabeth St. Marys House 5 5
Brezina Caroline St. Marys House 4 6
Brown Abigail St. Marys Senate 2 8
Carls Ivy St. Marys House 4 11
Chandler Caroline St. Marys Senate 3 7
Chandler Eleanor St. Marys Senate 3 7
Connell Bella St. Marys Senate 1 5
Dattel Sadie St. Marys House 4 11
Ehrhart Lauren St. Marys Senate 3 2
Ferebee Quinn St. Marys Senate 1 1
Fields Campbell St. Marys House 5 9
Galbreath Day St. Marys House 4 2
Golden Allan St. Marys House 6 7
Harrison Elizabeth St. Marys Senate 1 5
Hensarling Anna Claire St. Marys House 6 1
Hernandez Charlotte St. Marys House 4 2
Hitt MC St. Marys Senate 1 9
Jang Casey St. Marys House 6 7
King Cayden St. Marys Senate 3 11
Kirshbaum Molly St. Marys House 4 11
Larschan Esme St. Marys Senate 2 8
Larschan Thea St. Marys Senate 2 2
Lyon Lucy St. Marys House 4 6
Massey Kate St. Marys House 6 1
Massey Lindsey St. Marys House 6 1
Miller Meagan St. Marys House 6 9
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Last Name First Name School Chamber Committee Bill #
Moon Christina St. Marys House 5 9
Mu Katherine St. Marys Senate 2 2
Poindexter Emily St. Marys House 6 9
Ramser Jilly St. Marys Senate 3 2
Robbins Lilly St. Marys Senate 1 1
Roberts Lucy St. Marys Senate 1 9
Saavedra-Willet Lily St. Marys Senate 3 9
Satpute Uma St. Marys Senate 3 9
Simpkins Mary Alice St. Marys House 5 5
Thompson Emma St. Marys Senate 2 10
Vaidyanathan Krithika St. Marys House 4 2
Visinsky Leighton St. Marys House 6 9
Wade Alana St. Marys Senate 2 10
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FORMAT FOR DEBATE 
I. Committee 

Two minutes - Introduction 
Two minutes - Technical Questions 
+/-Five minutes - Con/pro debate 
One minute – Summation 
 

Amendments 
One minute - Introduction 
Two rounds - Con/pro debate  
One minute - Summation 

 
II. House/Senate 

Two minutes - Introduction 
One minute - Technical Questions 
Three rounds - Con/pro debate  
Two minutes – Summation 
 
 

SAMPLE COMMITTEE RANKING FORM 

Best 1…2...3...4...5 Worst 
 Innovation Feasibility Statewide 

Impact 
Content & 
Research 

Presentation Total 

1       
2       
3       
4       
5       
6       
7       
8       
9       

10       
11       
12       
13       
14       
15       
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SCRIPT FOR CCE YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT DEBATE              
by Tucker Cowden, MHMS 

 
*Outside of this guide, consult additional TN YMCA CCE supplements and Robert’s 
Rules of Order 
*Script is written with the assumption of more than one patron for the bill.  If there 
is only one presenting patron, change statements to the singular (i.e. “Does the 
Patron” instead of “Do the Patrons”). 
 
Overview 
 
Youth in Government (YIG) debate should be seen in the context of the actual 
Tennessee General Assembly, where delegates act as State Senators and 
Representatives and the items debated are called bills.  Because of this setting, YIG 
delegates should have well-developed opinions on important state issues.  This 
applies especially to the bill that you are presenting.  It should address not only an 
issue that the delegates think is important, but one that is relevant to the current 
affairs of Tennessee and could actually be introduced to the General Assembly, and 
it should be very well-researched.  Furthermore, delegates are to be completely in 
character, acting as if YIG were the actual TN General Assembly (so refer to the 
conference as “the state of Tennessee” or “the House/Senate” (depending on which 
you are a delegate in)). 
 
Asking Technical Questions (after being recognized by the chair) 
 
Speaker:  [States Name, States School, States One Question (must be a question 
that merits a response of yes, no, a number, a definition, or a short, expository 
rather than persuasive answer) (the question is directed to the presenting 
delegates)] 
 
Con/Pro Debate (after being recognized) 
 
*Delegates may take one or two of the three actions listed below (ask questions, 
speak to the floor, yield time to another delegate), but may not only yield time to 
another delegate (you can only ask questions or only speak, but cannot only yield 
time).  Also, if you are yielding time, you must ask to do this before beginning your 
speech or questions, and then state that you yield your time when you are finished 
with the first part. 
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Speaker:  (States Name, States School) and… 
 
To Ask A Series of Questions 
Speaker:  Do the Patrons yield to a possible series of questions? (Not: “a series of 
possible questions,” or “a question.”) 
Chair:  They do so yield 
Speaker:  (To Patrons) (Asks Questions and receives answers for up to two minutes, 
depending on the committee/house’s time structure). 
*It is important to note that questions asked as a Con speech should seek to 
criticize, or at least show skepticism for, the given bill.  Those asked as a Pro 
speech should do the opposite, emphasizing the positive aspects of the bill. 
 
To Address the Assembly 
Speaker:  May I address the floor? 
Chair:  That is your right. 
Speaker:  (Speaks to fellow delegates, not the patrons, for the allotted amount of 
time either in favor of (pro speech) or against (con speech) the bill).  
*You should never use the words “Con” or “Pro” in your speech unless referring to “a 
previous con speaker,” etc.  Con and Pro are not nouns or verbs that can be used to 
show your support or dislike of a bill (so do not say “I con this bill”). 
 
To Yield Remaining time after one of the above to a fellow delegate: 
Speaker:  May I yield the remainder of my time to a fellow delegate? 
Chair:  That is your right.  Please specify a delegate. 
Speaker:  [Names the delegate to be yielded to (refer to him/her by last name)] 
(Takes first action) 
*Delegates being yielded to should have the same opinion (pro or con) on the bill as 
the speakers that yield to them. 
 
Motions (must be made before the last con speech) 
Speaker:  (Shouts) Motion! 
Chair:  Rise and state your motion. 
Speaker:  (States Name, States School, States Motion—see table of motions in 
delegate manual) 
Chair:  [Takes it from there (decides if the motion is in order or not, asks for a 
second to the motion, and conducts a vote, usually by voice acclamation)] 
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Middle School 
YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT 

Committee 1 
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MANY THANKS TO: 
 

Memphis City Hall & County Commission  

For their support and the use of the facilities 

 

YOUR ADVISORS 

Michael McGlasson—Collegiate 

Nicole Vander Zwagg—ECS 

Lily Thompson—Grace St. Luke’s 

Jenny Pratt—MUS 

Chris Miller—St. George’s 

Penny Bower—St. Mary’s 

Andrea Zimmerman—St. Mary’s 

 

The Outstanding High School Officers 
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